UNYCCR Fall 2015 Information
Below is a list of commonly asked questions regarding the administration of the Fall 2015 Rugby Season.  Please review so that you understand what is expected of you this season
Q1. What are the Divisions and who are the teams in our Conference? How many games are in our regular seasons?  Are there playoffs?

A1. Our Conference is comprised of 3 Divisions.  Please review them in detail below: 

1. Men’s D2 – 9 teams, 8 regular season games, 1 bye week, top 6 teams advance to 2 weeks of playoffs, seeds 1 & 2 will have a bye week on the first week and advance to the second week automatically.  Seeds 3v6 & 4v5 will playoff at the higher seeds location in the first week, winners will play top two seeds at a geographically neutral location.  Champion will advance to USAR playoffs. 
· D2 Men’s Teams include: Ithaca College, LeMoyne College, Niagara University, Rochester Institute of Tech (RIT), SUNY Buffalo State, SUNY Cortland, SUNY Fredonia, SUNY Geneseo, SUNY Oswego 

2. Women’s D2 – 8 teams, 7 regular season games, 1 bye week, top 4 seeds advance to playoffs.  Playoffs will be 1 weekend, with Saturday’s games seeds 1v4 & 2v3 at a TBD geographically neutral location.  Winners play on Sunday for championship.  Champion will advance to USAR playoffs.
· D2 Women’s Teams include: Ithaca College, SUNY Brockport, SUNY Buffalo State, SUNY Fredonia, SUNY Geneseo, SUNY Oswego, SUNY University at Buffalo, Syracuse University (USAR approved UB & SUs move from D1 to D2)
3. Women’s NSCRO – 13 teams, East & West Region, 6 or 7 regular season games, 1 or 2 bye weeks, top 4 seeds (Top 2 from each region) advance to playoffs.  Playoffs will be 1 weekend, with Saturday’s games seeds E1vW2 & W1vE2 at a TBD geographically neutral location.  Winners play on Sunday for championship.  Champion will advance to NSCRO Playoffs.

· NSCRO East Region Women’s Teams include: Clarkson University, LeMoyne College, SUNY Plattsburgh, SUNY Potsdam, St. Lawrence University, Union College

· NSCRO West Region Women’s Teams include: Niagara University, Rochester Institute of Tech (RIT)*, St. Bonaventure University, St. John Fisher College, SUNY Geneseo*, University of Rochester, William Smith College (*Not Playoff Eligible, as school size exceeds NSCRO limits)

Q2. How are standings determined?
A2. Standings are based upon a point methodology.  Please see the detail below:
· 4 points for a win

· 2 points for a tie

· 1 bonus point for scoring four or more tries in a match

· 1 bonus point for losing by seven points or fewer

· No points for a loss by eight points or more

· A forfeited game will earn the non‐forfeiting team 4 points for a win and a bonus point.

· One point will be deducted for a team not reporting a score within 24 hours of the match. 

· If a regular season game is tied at the end of play there is no overtime. The result is a tied game. Both teams are still eligible for a bonus point for scoring four or more tries. If at the end of the season two or more teams have an equal number of total points, the division standings will be determined as follows: Lowest Points Against

· If a team wishes to appeal the score of a game, documented proof and reasons for appeal in writing must be submitted to the Board within seven days of the match. The board will consult on the appeal and accept or reject such appeal through a simple majority vote

Q3. Do we have a Conference Website? Or Facebook Group?
A3. Yes, the Conference Website is http://www.nyccrugby.com/ . The conference also runs a Facebook goup page and shares important information on their regularly.  If you are not a part of the group already, please search for “Upstate New York Collegiate Conference Rugby” and request admission.  In addition to information, you can also find the most recent contact list, by laws and charter for the conference.  All teams need to verify contact information on the website.  Any changes to the site should be directed to our webmaster, Colin Partridge via email at parcolin@aol.com 
Q4. What is the Score Reporting Process?
A4. All Score Reporting will be done electronically on our website at the following link: http://www.nyccrugby.com/UpState_Enter_Scores.php. Each team needs to designate a person to report the scores and send that info along to Colin Partridge via email at parcolin@aol.com before their first game. Colin will create a username and password for that person to log on. 
Q5. Are there Match Report Forms?  If so, what’s the process?
A5. Yes, there are match report forms.  Please see below for your divisions form and process. 

1. Men’s & Women’s D2 Teams will complete USAR Match Report Forms supplied by the conference.  Each team will complete the Match Report Forms and have them signed by the referee.  Each team is responsible for emailing their own form to their respective divisional coordinator within 24 hours of the match. 
2. Women’s NSCRO will complete NSCRO Match Report Forms supplied by the conference.  Each team will complete the Match Report Forms and have them signed by the referee.  Each team is responsible for emailing their own form to their respective divisional coordinator within 24 hours of the match.
Q6. What are the Home Team Responsibilities? And how do I find out about Referee Assignments?

A6. It is the responsibility of the Home team to confirm the match with the opposing team and the referee assigned to the match no later than Wednesday before the match. Home team needs to confirm the time and location and provide directions to the pitch. 
Referee assignments will be generated via email from the website https://www.whostheref.com/db_admin/index.php Please make sure that when your team pays your dues to the Referee Society you ensure your contact information is correct with them, as this is how you will be notified. 
Q7. Do I really have to have CIPP Registration? What about a Coach?
A7. A player cannot participate in a league match unless they are CIPPed for the 2015-2016 season. A team cannot participate in a league match unless the team CIPP fee is registered. Each team must have a 200 level USAR certified coach, CIPPed and registered with USA Rugby to be in good standing. PLEASE do not wait until the last minute to get this done. We understand the challenges we have with the first match being 9/5, however, liability insurance is not valid unless everyone on the field is CIPPed. Because of this, we must be vigilant to get our players and teams registered for 9/5. If you are not CIPP compliant by 9/5, you are at high risk of forfeiting that match. Divisional coordinators are available to assist with conversations with your school if needed. 
Q8. Do I need to complete anything else for USA Rugby? 

A8. In order to be in good standing and eligible for USA Rugby playoffs, all teams must complete forms with their Registrar and ensure player eligbility. 
1. Registrar Forms: In previous years we have completed, submitted and verified eligibility for only teams going to playoffs, at the end of the season. This has caused issues when teams have discovered eligibility problems. Therefore, every team must submit their registrar form to their respective Divisional Coordinator by 9/20. If you have players added between 9/20 and playoffs, you can complete an additional form before playoffs. 
2. Player Eligibility: Each team needs to understand eligibility policies for USA Rugby, especially if you have players who are part-time (final semester) or those that need to request waivers from USA Rugby (players in 7th year out since high school graduation). Please review the following: http://usarugby.org/college-eligibility. 


Q9. Does my team need to pay dues to the conference? 

A9. Yes.  Annually you are required to pay dues to the Upstate New York Collegiate Conference by October 1st.  You will receive an invoice from our Conference Treasurer, Tracy Schrems (tracyschrems@icloud.com), in the beginning of the season.  Dues will go towards funding the activities of conference coordination and growing and promoting our teams and athletes.  In the Fall 2015 dues will be used to pay for Divisional playoff location permits, referees, balls, trophies/plaques, to offset travel to USA rugby or NSCRO playoffs for Divisional champions, etc. In addition, we hope to bring to the area opportunities for rugby education, courses and tournaments funded by the conference. Conference dues do not cover the costs of Referees for regular season games.  Your team will receive a bill directly from the New York State Rugby Referee Society. 
If you have any questions, please contact our conference Commissioner, Jennifer Jenkinson at jennjenkinson@gmail.com.  Additionally, the Divisional Coordinators are available for specific questions related to your divisions.  Their contact information is as follows: Men’s D2 - Annemarie Farrell afarrell@ithaca.edu; Women’s D2 – Jerry Hann jerry.hann@yahoo.com; Women’s NSCRO – Colin Partridge parcolin@aol.com. 

